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REVISED APPEAL BRIEF 



Dear Sir: 



This Revised Appeal Brief is respectfully submitted in connection with the above-identified 
application in response to the Final Rejection mailed September 21, 2004 and further in response to 
the Notification of Non-Compliant Appeal Brief (37 C.F.R. 41.37) mailed on March 18, 2005. A 
Notice of Appeal was filed by facsimile on December 20, 2004. 

REAL PARTY OF INTEREST (37 C.F.R. 41.37(c¥n(i)) 
The present application is assigned to GSC Enterprises, Inc. 

RELATED APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES (37 C.F.R. 41.37(c¥l¥in^ 
Appellant is not aware of any related appeals or interferences. 
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STATUS OF CLAIMS f37 C.F.R. 41.37(cyn(iii)) 
Claims 7-13 stand finally rejected. No claims have been allowed. Claims 1-6 and 14-20 
were canceled in view of a restriction requirement in the patent application. Claims 21-33 were 
presented during prosecution, but were withdrawn from consideration by Examiner as being 
directed to an unelected invention. Claims 7-13 are the subject of this appeal. The claims on 
appeal are reproduced in the attached Appendix. 

STATUS OF AMENDMENTS (37 C.F.R. 41.37(c¥n(iv)) 
The claims have not been amended subsequent to final rejection, although Remarks filed as 
an Amendment under 37 CFR §1.116 were entered after final rejection. 

SUMMARY OF CLAIMED SUBJECT MATTER (37 C.F.R. 41.37(c¥n(v)) 

Claim 7: 

The invention of claim 7 relates to a method for conducting financial transactions such as 
in-person bill payments (e.g., paying a utility bill) at a point of sale ("POS") (e.g., a convenience 
store). Application, page 3, lines 26-27. While POS terminals are known, conventional POS 
terminals are prone to error in the acquisition of transaction data. When an error is subsequently 
detected, the original bill must be retrieved and compared against the stored transaction data to 
determine the source of the error. Significant costs are incurred in storing the transaction 
documents for a long period of time and significant personnel time can be taken up in the retrieval 
process. Page 2, line 19 through page 3, line 5. Appellant's invention provides for a system that, 
e.g., (i) electronically stores an image of the bill (or other transaction documents, such as a check or 
the like) along with an image identifier, (ii) electionically stores transaction data relating to 
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transaction along with a transaction identifier, and (iii) that links the image identifier to the 
transaction identifier. Page 4, lines 16-28. In this way, the stored image of the transaction 
documents can be readily and efficiently accessed for subsequent verification and validation of the 
transaction data. Page 5, lines 21-25. The invention effectively eliminates the cost and effort 
involved in storing and retrieving large volumes of paper documents. 

Figure 1 illustrates an exemplary system, which includes a point of sale (POS) terminal 2 
located at a retail location, such as a convenience store, grocery store, and the like. POS terminal 2 
communicates with a base computer system 4 by way of communication link 6. Page 6, lines 15- 
24. Base computer system 4 handles incoming transactions fi-om POS terminal 2 and responds to 
those transactions with authorization information, verification information, acknowledgement 
codes, and tiie like. Page 7, lines 26-31. Base computer system 4 also communicates with an 
image server 16 over a communication link 20. Page 8, lines 24- 30. In other embodiments, POS 
terminal 2 may communicate directly with image server 16. Page 21, lines 25-29. Image server 16 
includes an unage database 18 that stores images of transaction documents that are processed at 
POS terminal 2. Id. 

An exemplary POS terminal is illustrated in Figure 2 and includes various hardware 
components for handling a bill payment transaction, such as a bar code reader 54 (Figure 2), a 
magnetic card reader 63b, a Magnetic Ink Character Recognition (MICR) reader 54, a keypad 62, a 
scanner 48, and the like. Page 9, lines 9-27. Scanner 48 is used to create an electi'onic image of a 
document related to the financial ti-ansaction (such as a bill that is presented for payment or a check 
that is used for payment check) as it passes through the POS terminal, which image is stored in an 
image memory 50. Id; Page 8, lines 26-30. A unique identifier is assigned to each image stored to 
the memory. Page 12, lines 16-25. The scanner also includes Optical Character Recognition 
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circuitry 52, which, upon scanning the document, converts the image into electronic information 
about ttie pending transaction. Page 11, lines 6-25. 

In operation, transaction information, regarding a pending financial transaction is obtained 
either via scanning the bill or by a store clerk manually inputting some or all transaction data. Page 
12, line 26 through page 13, line 3. A unique transaction identifier is associated with the particular 
transaction. Page 13, lines 29-31. Additionally, as discussed above, the unage of the document 
that has been stored in image memory is given a unique identifier and the unique image identifier is 
linked to the unique transaction identifier. Page 12, lines 16-25. The images are then transmitted 
to an image server 16 for archival in image database 18. Page 21, line 25 through page 22, line 5. 
Various other features of the invention are not necessary for an understanding of the issues on 
appeal and hence are not presented herein. 

GROT INDS OF REJECTION TO BE REVIEWED ON APPEAL f37 C .F.R. 41.37(c¥l¥vi^) 

(1) Claims 7-10, 12 and 13 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 5.473,143 to Vak, etal. ("Vak"). 

(2) Claim 11 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Vak in view of 
U.S. Patent No. 5,652.802 to Graves, etal. ("Graves"). 

ARGUMENT (37 C.F.R. 41.37(cVl¥vii^) 
It is respectfully submitted that claims 7-10 and 12-13 recite patentable subject matter under 
the provisions of 35 U.S.C. § 102 and further that claun 1 1 recites patentable subject matter under 
the provisions of 35 U.S.C. § 103. 
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Rejection Under 37 C.F.R. 102rB^ Over U.S. Patent No. 5.47 3.143 to Vak. et ai. ("Vak") 
Claims 7, 9-10, 12 and 13: 

The Examiner finally rejected claims 7-10 and 12-13 under 35 U.S.C. § 102 as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,473,143 to Vak ("Vak"). To save space, these rejections will not 
be repeated here. Relevant aspects of the rejections will be discussed in the Appellant's arguments. 
Three primary arguments are presented herein. 

Argument 1: 

Claim 7 requires "transmitting to an image server a copy of [an] electronic image" along 
with an image identifier and a linked transaction identifier. One exemplary embodiment of this 
claim element is when an electronic image is transmitted from unage memory 50 of POS terminal 2 
(Figure 2) an image database 1 8 of an image server 16 (Figure 2) via a base computer system 4, 
and as described at page 21, line 25 through page 22, line 5. 

Examiner has asse^ted^ without fiirther elaboration, that Vak discloses "transmitting to an 
image server 120 a copy of each electronic image." Vak does not disclose an "image server," 
however. Reference to Figure 2 of Vak illustrates that element 120 of Vak is a microprocessor, 
which is simply a component (comprising a CPU, a memory, an input, and an output, and 
arithmetic logic unit of a point of sale (POS) terminal 22. Examiner has nowhere identified, and 
Appellant is unaware of, any teaching or even suggestion in Vak as to how the microprocessor 120 
of the POS terminal 22 acts as a server. 

"Server" and "microprocessor" are well known terms in the relevant field and have 
commonly accepted meanings. A server is generally recognized as a computer that makes services, 
such as access to data files, programs, and peripheral devices, available to workstations on a 
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network. Random House Webster's College Dictionary, Random House (2000 ed.) (copy attached 
as Exhibit A). By contrast, a microprocessor generally describes an integrated computer circuit that 
performs all the functions of a CPU [Central Processing Unit]. Id In short, while a server, such as 
the image server of Claim 7, wall typically include one ore more microprocessors, a microprocessor 
is not a server. 

Examiner's assertion that Vak discloses an image server simply because the reference 
discloses a microprocessor is akin to arguing that a reference discloses a fire truck simply because 
the reference discloses an engine. While it is true a fire truck includes an engine, nothing in the 
disclosure of an engine alone would teach or suggest all the features of a fire engine. Likewise, 
nothing in Vak's disclosure of a microprocessor teaches all the features of a server, as that term is 
commonly understood. In short, Vak discloses a microprocessor 120; it does not disclose an image 
server. 

As Vak's Figure 2 illustrates, the microprocessor 120 of Vak is a component of a Point of 
Sale terminal 22. Examiner has made no assertion that the POS terminal 22 is a server (and indeed 
nothing m Vak would support such an interpretation). Returning to the previous analogy, 
Examiner's assertion is more akin to arguing when a reference teaches using an engine in a moving 
van (i.e., using a microprocessor in a POS terminal) then that referenced discloses a fire truck (i.e., 
an image server which happens to also include a microprocessor). Such reasoning is flawed. 

Even assuming, solely for the sake of argument, that POS terminal 12 of Vak (which 
includes microprocessor 120) is a "server," nowhere does Vak teach or suggest the method step of 
^transmitting to" the POS terminal a "copy of each electronic image and the image identifier and 
linked transaction identifier" required by claim 7. The electronic images of Vak are generated 
within POS terminal 12 (in camera 184) and hence are not "transmitted to" the terminal. See Figure 
2 of Vak and Column 10, line 66 through Column 11 line 4. 
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For at least these reasons. Examiner's assertion that Vak discloses "transmitting to an image 
server a copy of each electronic image and the image identifier and linked transaction identifier" is 
incorrect. 

Argument 2: 

Claim 7 requires storing each electronic image to memory with "an image identifier." 
Examiner has apparently conceded that Vak does not expressly disclose this element because 
Examiner had asserted that this element is "inherent, as the system [of Vak] 'knows' where the 
image is stored." Examiner's assertion requires a leap of faith that knowing the location of an item 
in memory is the same as associating an identifier with that item. This is not correct, however, as a 
careful reading of Vak reveals. The element of Vak that Examiner has asserted is an image 
memory is in fact an "input buffer" 174 for the camera 184. See Vak, Figure 3; Column 10, line 58 
through Column 11, line 4, Examiner has provided no rationale as to why an image stored in an 
input bxiffer - which is a known physical location - would require an image identifier in order for 
the system to "know" where the image is. Appellant respectfully submits that the reason Vak 
provides no teaching of storing an image identifier along with the image is because no such image 
identifier is needed when the image is placed in a known physical location, i.e., the input buffer 
174. 



^ See Final Office Action dated September 21, 2004, pg. 3. 

^ Appellant recognizes that an input buffer may have a "logical address" associated with it, as well as a physical 
location. Even assuming this to be the case, the logical address of a physical location is fundamentally different than, 
e.g., a file name or other identifier of the image stored at that physical location. 
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Argument 3: 

Claim 7 requires storing each electronic image in memory "with an image identifier and 
linking the image identifier to a transaction identifier." Examiner has asserted that this element is 
inherent in Vak, as the system "knows ... to which transaction the image pertains."^ As expressed 
in the preceding section, however, Vak does not teach or suggest storing an image identifier. As 
such, Vak can hardly teach linking a (non-existent) image identifier with a transaction identifier. 

Appellant traverses Examiner's rejection for another reason. Examiner wrongly assumes 
that the system of Vak must inherently "know" to which transaction the image pertains. Why is this 
so? As Vak clearly teaches, the scanned image of Vak "will be placed in the input buffer 174 and 
fiirther analysis and processing will occur according to normal OCR processing capabilities of the 
terminal." Vak, Column 10, line 66 through Column 77, line 4, hi other words, Vak uses the 
electronic image for OCR processing. There is no teaching or even a remote suggestion in Vak that 
the electronic image will be stored for subsequent retrieval or use. As such, there is no reason for 
the system of VAK to "know" to what transaction the image relates. Appellant respectfiiUy submits 
that Examiner has viewed Vak through the looking glass of Appellant's own disclosure in order to 
find teachings that are not contained in that reference. It is improper, however, to impose the 
teaching of Appellant's own disclosure to read into the prior art elements that simply are not there. 

Claim 8: 

hi addition to the above points raised with regard to claim 7, fi:om which claim 8 depends 
and which are incorporated herein by reference, Appellant argues the following points specifically 
to claim 8. 



4 See Final Office Action dated September 21, 2004, pg. 3 
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Claim 8, which depends from claim 7, recites "storing the transmitted transaction data in a 
transaction database." Examiner has asserted that this claim limitation is met in element 232 of 
Vak.^ A close reading of Vak, however, reveals that element 232, far from being a transaction 
database, is merely an element of "a flow chart of the computer program." Vak, Figure 3; Column 
13, lines 44-60. Although element 232 is described as a "log transaction for recovery ftmction," it 
is clearly not in any way a database, but rather "a standard ftmction executed by institution 
processor 18 or 36." While the ftmction being illustrated by block 232 has the phrase "transaction" 
associated with it, nowhere does the reference teach or remotely suggest that the ftmction is a 
"database." 

While Appellant recognizes that a "database" in addition to memory storage is instantiated 
as routines and instructions performed by a microprocessor, nothing in Vak teaches or suggests that 
the "computer program" running on Vak's microprocessor is a database program. Again, Examiner 
has impermissibly relied upon Appellant's own disclosure to assume such a feature is in the prior 
art. 

Claim 8 also recites storing the transmitted electronic image in an image database. Vak 
does not disclose an image database. Rather, Examiner identifies memory 126 of Figure 2 as 
disclosing this element.^ With regard to this element, Vak states nothing more than, "The CPU 124 
of the microprocessor 120 also fetches data from and stores data into a memory 126." Vak, 
Column 9, lines 47-52. The reference does not teach or suggest configuring the memory as a 
database and the reference does not teach or suggest storing images in the memory. Appellant 



5 See Final Office Action dated September 21, 2004, pg. 3. 

6 See Final Office Action dated September 21, 2004, pg. 3. 
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respectfully submits that nothing m Vak supports Examiner's assertion that memory 126 is an 
image database. 

Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. 103 (A^ Over U.S. Patent No. 5.473,143 to V ak, et al. in View of U.S. 
Patent 5,657,802 to Graves, et al. 

Claim 11: 

Claim 1 1 requires generating transaction information through optical character recognition 
("OCR") by "comparing the electronic image to a pre-stored template containing an expected 
electronic image." The pre-stored template informs the OCR system where transaction data is to be 
found m the scanned image and what type of data is to be found there. Application, Page 77, lines 
5-30. Using the pre-stored template, the OCR system converts the information from the scanned 
image into transaction information, which can be stored, analyzed, and manipulated electronically. 
Id Examiner concedes that Vak fails to disclose this feature.'^ Examiner asserts, however, that 
U.S. Patent No. 5,652,802 to Graves, et al ("Graves") overcomes this deficiency in the primary 
reference. Appellant traverses Examiner's position because Graves nowhere dis closes optical 
character recognition . At best, Graves teaches a system wherein a scanned pattern is compared to a 
pre-stored master pattern. While Graves does provide the use of a pre-stored pattem, it nowhere 
teaches or suggests that transaction data could be generated by comparing a scanned document to 
the pattem. This is because Graves is not concerned with, and does not teach, optical character 
recognition. In fact, there is no motivation to modify Graves to provide for OCR, because Graves is 
merely concemed with determining whether a scanned document is or is not legal tender. See 
Graves ' Abstract In other words, Graves is not concemed with the data contained in the scanned 
image. Rather, Graves is concemed v^th simply ensuring that the scanned image matches the pre- 
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stored pattern. It is only with the benefit of improper hindsight that one would be motivated to 
modify Graves to provide for generating transaction data using OCR by comparing a scanned 
document to a template. 
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CONCLUSION 



For the foregoing reasons. Appellant respectfully submits that the Examiner's final rejection 
of claims 7-10, and 12-13 under 35 U.S.C. § 102 and final rejection of claim 1 1 under 35 U.S.C. § 
103 is improper and respectfiilly requests that the Board of Patent Appeals and Interference so find 
and reverse the Examiner's rejections. 

To the extent necessary, Appellant petitions for an Extension of Time under 37 C.F.R. § 
1.136. Please charge any fees, or credit any overpayments, in coimection with the fiUng of this 
paper, including extension of time fees, to the Deposit Account No. 50-1065. 



Respectfiilly submitted, 




Attorney for Appellant 
Reg. No. 35,361 

Slater &Matsil, L.L.P. 

17950 Preston Road, Suite 1000 

Dallas, TX 75252 

ph: (972)732-1001 

fax: (972)732-9218 
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APPENDIX 



APPEALED CLAIMS 

7. A method for processing an in-person bill payment at a point of sale location, comprising: 
identifying a biller for whom payment of a payment transaction is to be received; 
obtaining transaction information concerning the payment; 
receiving payment for the bill; 
assigning a transaction identifier to the transaction; 

scanning at least one transaction document and generating at least one electronic image 
therefrom; 

storing each electronic image in an image memory with an image identifier and linking the 
image identifier to a transaction identifier; 

transmitting the transaction information to a payment server; 

receiving from the payment server instructions regarding the transaction; and 

transmitting to an image server a copy of each electronic image and the image identifier and 
linked transaction identifier. 

8. The method of claim 7 further comprising: 

storing the transmitted transaction information in a transaction database; 
storing the transmitted electronic image and identifiers in an image database; and 
forwarding selected transaction information to the biller and forwarding at least a portion of 

the received payment to the biller. 
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9. The method of claim 7 further comprising: 

detecting magnetically stored information located on the at least one transaction document 
and converting the magnetically stored information into electronic transaction information. 

10. The method of claim 7 further comprising generating transaction information from said 
electronic image through optical character recognition. 

11. The method of claim 1 0 wherem the transaction information is generated by comparing the 
electronic image to a pre-stored template containing an expected electronic image. 

12. The method of claim 7 further comprising receiving from the payment server additional 
system update instructions. 

13. The method of claim 12 v^herein said system update instructions comprise a list of billers 
for whom in-person bill payment is authorized. 
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EXHIBIT A 




RANDOM HOUSE 
WEBSTER'S 




Random House 
New York 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



Random House Webster'^ College Dictionaiy 
Copyright «* 2000 by Random House, Inc. 



All rights reserved under hitemational and Pan-American Copyright Conventions. No 
part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by any means, electronic or 
mechanical, including photocopying, without the written permission of the publisher. 
All inquiries should be addressed to Random House Reference & Information Publish- 
ing, Random House, Inc., New. York, NY. Published in the United States by Random 
House, Inc.. New York and simultaneously in Canada by Random House of Canada 
limited. 

The Randoin House living Dictionary Database™, Random House :and colophon are reg- 
istered trademarks of Random house. Inc. • i . ' 

The first Random House college dictionary, the Amjeriam College Dictionaiy, was pub- 
lished in 1947 to critical acdaim. The first edition of the Rahdom House Webster's Col- 
lege Dictionary was published in 1991, Subsequent revisions were published in 1992. 
1995, . and 1996. A- second, completely redesigned, revised, and updated edition was 
published in 1997, with updates published annually thereafter. Copyrigjit ® 1999, 1998, 
1996, 1995, 1992, 1991 by Random House, Inc. ; * ;\ 

Trademarks ^ 
A number of entered words which we have reason to believe constitute trademarks 
have been desi^ated as such. However, no 'attempt has been made to designate as 
trademarks or service marks all words or terms in which proprietary rights might exist. 
The inclusion, exclusion, or definition o^ a word or term is not intended to affect, orto 
express a judgment on, the valitpty or legal status of the word or term as a trademark, 
service mark, or other proprietary term. 

This book is available for special purchases i|i; bulk by organizations, and institutioris. 
not for resale, at special discounts. Pleas6 direct your inquiries to the Random House 
Special Sales Department, toll-free 888-591-1200 or fax 212-572-4961. 

Please address inqiiiries about electronic licensing of reference products, for use on a 
network or in software of on CD-ROM, to the Subsidiary Rights Department, Random 
House Reference & Information Publishing, fax 212-940-7370. 

library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 

Randoin House Webster's college dictionary 
p. cm. 
ISBN 0-375-42560-8 
ISBN 0-375-42561-6 (Deluxe Edition) 
1. English language-Dictionaries. I. Random House [Finn) 
PE1628.R28 1999 

423-DC21 99-12620 

CIP ' 

Visit the Random House Reference & Information Publishing 
Web site at www.randomwords.com 

Typeset and Printed in the United States of America 
Typeset by the Random House Reference & Information Publishing Group 

2000 Second Revised and Updated Random House Edition 
9.8 76543 2 1 
April 2000 

ISBN: 0-375-42560-8 
ISBN: 0-375-42561-6 '(Deluxe Edition) 

New York Tbronto London Sydney Auckland 
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microflroove to microvoK 



838 



where the force of gravity is so weak that weightlessness results. 
(1908-85] 

mi*cro«groovo (mite gro&vO, ru a very narrow spiral needle 
groove on a long-playing record. (1945-50] 

mi*cro«hab*lotat (ml^ hab'i tatO, n. an extremely localized. 

small-scale environment, as a tree stump or a dead animal. [1930-35] 
mi*cro*lith (ml'kra lith), n. a very , small stone tool made from a 

sharp blade-shaped piece of stone and used as the working part of a 

composite tool or weapon, esp. in MesoUthic times. [1875-80] — mK- 

ao»Iith^c, adj, 

mt*cro«man*age (nu'kro man^j), v.L, *aged, -ag*lng. to manage or 
control with excessive attentioh to minor details: miavmanaging eOery 
facet of govemntent. [1975-80] — mi^cro»man/age«ment n. 

mUcro«mere (mjlcra merO* tu one of the small blastomeres that 
form toward the animal pole in embryos that undergo unequal cleav- 
age. 

mUcromoeoter^ (ml krom'i tar), n. 1. any of various, devices for 
measuring minute distances, angles, etc., as In connection .with a tele 
scope or miaoscope. 2. Also called mike, a precision instrument with 
a spindle moved by a finely threaded saew, for the measurement of 
thicknesses and short lengths. . [1660-=70] 



thimble 



spindle anvil 




ratchet knob 



micrometer^ (def. 2) 

mUcrootnooter' (mi'kro me'tar), tl micron. 

mi«croin*e»try (mi krom^ tie), n. the act or method of taking meas- 
urements with a micrometer. [1850-55] — mI-cro«met»rl»cal (mi^o- 
me'tri kal), mKcro»met/ric adj. — mKcro»met'ri»caMy, adv. 

mi»croomln«i (miOsro mih'e), adj., Tu. 'pl -min-is. — od/. 1. idcROMm- 
lATORE. — n. 2. something of a microminiature size. 3. a very short 
miniskirt. [1965-70]. 

ml«cro«m)n*i»a»ture tmi^kro min'g a char, -chdbr'', -min'a char), 
adj. built on an extremely small scale: used esp. of electronic equij*- 
ment with small solid-state componerits. [1955-60] 

mi«cro«mln«Ua«tu,r«ize [mi4cr5 miin^ a cha liz^ -min'a-), v.t, 
-bed, -fz*tng. (esp. of electronic equipment) to manufacture in an ex- 
tremely small size,, [19SSH50] — mt^cro«mln/i*a*tur«i«za^tion, n. 

mlocron (mi'kro'n), tl, pi -crons. the milhonth part of a meter. Also 
called micrometer. Symbol \l, mu [1880-85; < Gk wZkrdn a litde, n. 
use of neut sing, of mikrds small; see -on*] ' . 

Mi«cro«ne«sia (rm'toa ne^zha, -sha), rL 1. one of the three prindpal 
divisions of Oceania, comprising the small Pacific islands N of the 

. equator and E of the Philippines, whose main groups are the Mariana 
Islands, the Caroline Islands, and the Marshall Islands. 2. Federated 
States of, a group of islands in the W Pacific in the Caroline Islands, 
comprising the islands of Pohnpei. Truk. Yap, and Kosrae: formerly a 
part of the Trust Territory of the Pacific. Islands; how a self-govemmg 
area associated with the U.S. 131,500; 271 sq, mi. (701 sq. km). 

Mi«cro«ne*sian (mito ne^zhan, -shan), adj. 1. of or pertaining to 
Mcrohesia or its inhabitants. — n, 2. a member of any of the indige- 
nous peoples of Micronesia: 

mUcro.nu*cleous (n^/kro ndo^kle as, -nyfift/-), n., pi -de«i (-^kle iO. 
the smaller of the two types of nuclei in dfiate protozoans, function- 
ing in reproduction, [1890-95] — mKcro«nu^cle-ar, adj. 

mi*cro«nuotrUent (mi^o ndo'tre ant, -nydo'-), tl an essential nu- 
trient, as a trace mineral, that is required in minute amounts. [1935- 
40] 

mUcro«pr*gan«rsm (nu^ro 6r'g3 niz^am), tl any organism too 
small to be viewed by the unaided eye, as bacteria or some fungi and 
%ae, [1875-80] — m|/cro.or.gan^c (-dr gan'ik), adj. 

'"'•J^'Phago (ral'kra fajO. tl a small phagocyte, present in blood 
and lymph, that migrates to tissues in the inflammatory immune re- 
sponse. 

ml.croophone (mi^ fonO, tl An instrument capable of tiransform- 
ing sound waves into changes in electric cunents or voltage, iised in 
recordhig or transmitting sound. [1875-80; micko-, in sense "enlarg- 
ing + .pHONE] — m|/cro*phon^c (-fon'ik), adj. . 

mi«cro,pho«to<graph (mi^Toa fo'ta graf^ -grafO. n. I.MicROFnAi. 2. 
a small photograph requiring optical enlargement to render it visible 
in detail. 3. photomicrocraph. [1855-60] —mi/cro*ph'o/to •graph ^ic 
Ijgraf'ik), adj. — mKcro.pho.tog'ra.phy (-kro fa tog'ra fg), tl 

nii«cro*pho«tom«e«ter (mi^o f6 tom''i tar), tl a photometer 
adapted for measuring the intensity of light emitted, transmitted, or 
renected by minute objects. [1895-1900] -mKcro.pho/to.met/ric 
l-» me'trik), ad;. —mKcro«pho/to.met'ri-cal.ly, adv. — mKcro*pho* 
tom'e«try, tl . 

ml.cro.phys»lcs (mite fiz^iks), tl (psed wUh a sing, v.) the branch 
ri o2?y®^S? **eahng with elementary particles, atoms, and' molecules. 
11880-85] — mi/cro»phys^l«ca!, adj, 

^, ^O'P'-pette or mi*cro»pl«pet (mi/krb pi pet^ -pi-), tl a very 
Slender pipette for transferring or measuring- minute amounts of fliiid. 
microorganisms, etc. [1915-20] 



niUcro«plank«ton (ml^kro plangk^tan), tl plankton visible as Indi- 
vidual organisms only with the aid of a microscope. [1900-05] ' • 

ml«cro«pora (ml^a p6r^ -porO, tl a tmy opening, as in specialized 
biological filters or in the shells of some animals. [1880-85] 

miocro.print (ml^kra printO.. n. a microphotograph reproduced in 
print for reading by a magnifying device. [1930-35] 

nii«cro«probe (mi'kra probO, n. 1. a device used to excite radiation 
by a material in order to determine chemical or elemental composition 
from the emission spectrum produced. 2. a miniature probe for use in 
miaosurgery. [1955-60] 

ml«cro*proc»es*sor (mi'kro pros'es ar, -a sar; esp. Brit -pro^ses ar, 
-sa sar), tl an integrated computer circuit that performs all the func- 
tions of a. CPU. [1965-70] — mi/cro*proc/es«slng, tl 

mI«cro«py1e (mi^ pBO, tl 1. the surface of the membrane through 
which sperm is transported to the ovum in fertiUzation. 2. the open- 
ing in a seed plant ovule through which the pollen tube reaches the 
embryo. [1815-25; micro- + Gk p^Ie gate] — mKcro«py/|ar, ar^', * 

mi*cro«re*llef (ml/kro ri lefO» tl surface features of the earth of 
small dunensions, commonly less than 50 ft. (15 m). [1930-35] 

ini*cro«re*pro*duc«tion (ml^krS re^pra duk'shan), tl 1. a photo- 
graphic image in microform. 2. the technique of producing such irh- 
ages. [1935-40] ■ 

ml*aro«scope (mT4cra skopO, tl 1. an optical instrument having a 
magnifying lens or a combination of lenses for inspecting objects too 
small to be seen distinctly by the unaided eye. 2. any of various high- 
powered magnifying devices, as the electron microscope. [16SQ-60; <■ . 
NL TTucToscopiuTTL See micro-, -scope] 



microscope (def. 1)(fTjonocular) 




mI«crooscop«lc (nute skop'ik) also niKcro«scop/iocal, adj. 1. so 
small as to.be invisible without the us^ of the microscope. Compare 
macroscopic (def. 1). 2. very small; tiny. 3. involving or requirijig-ttiS 
use of a microscope. 4. very detailed; meticulous: a microscopic anal- 
ysis. . [1670-80] — mi/cro«scop/I*cal*ly, adv. ^ 

mi«cros«coopy (mi kros^ka pe, miOCTa sko^pe), tl 1. the use of the 
miaoscope. 2. microscopic investigation. [1655-65] — ml*cros/co« 
pist TL 

ml*cro»sec*ond (mi/kra sek'and), tl a unit of time equal to one mil- 
lionth of a second. Symbol jisec. [1905-10] ' 

ini«crooselsm (mi'kra si^'zam, -sam). tl a feeble recurrent vibration 
of the ground recorded by seismographs and believed to be due to an 
earthquake or a storm at sea. [1885-90; micro ■»• Gk ^etSTTids earth- 
quake (see smsMic)] — mi/crb»seis/rnic mi^cro*seis/mI*ca.l, adj. 

nril«croosome (mi^kra somO* tl a small vesicle containing fragments 
of ribosomes and other organelles, formed during cell breakage by 
centrifugation. [1880-85] — mKcro-sd/mal, adj. 

inlocro«spo«ranogl«uin (mi^cro sp6 ran'je am, -spo-). tl, pi -gitf^ 
(-]ea). a sporangium, containing microspores. [1880-85] 

mi*CFo»spore (mi'kra sp6r', -sporO, n. the smaller of the two kindU 
of spores characteristically produced by seed plants and some fern il- 
lies, developing into a male gametophyte. Compare mecaspore (def- 1). 
[1855-60] — m|/cro«spor^ic (-sp6r'ik, -spor'-), mKcro*spor'6us (-kra- 
spdr'as, -sp5r'-, -kros'par as), adj. . — 

ml«cro«spo«ro«cyte (mito spar's sit', -sp6r^), n. one of the 

. mother cells that produce four microspores by meiosis. [1935-40J 

mUcro.spoTOophyll (mite sp6r'a fii, -spor'-), tl a leafiike oig^. 
bearing mlcrosporangia. [1890-95] . , 

mhcro-state (mi^kro statO, tl mwistatb. [1965-70] ro 

mUcro«struc«ture (ml/kro struk'char), tl the structure of an etched 
and polished metal or alloy as observed under magnification. ;.tt 

ml«cro«sur»ger>y (mi'kro siir/ja re, mT''kr5 siir'-), tl any 6f various 
siu-gical procedures . performed under magnification and with small 
specialized instruments. [1925-30] — mKcro*sur'geon. tl — mKcfOA 
suf/gUcal. adj. .. , 

mUcrO'tome (mi'kra tSmO, tl an instn;ment for cutting very thin sec- 
tions of organic tissue for microscopic examination. [1855-60] — mi'crp.t 
tom^c(-tom'ik),ad/. — ml*crot/o«mist tl — mi«crot^otmy, tl .1 

ml«cro»tone (mite tonO, tl a musical Interval smaller than a seniir , 
tone. [1915-20] — mi'cro.ton/a!. od), — m|/cro»ton/a|.ly, adv. 

mUcro«tu«bule (mIte tdo^yd&l, -tyo&'-), n. an ultrafine cylindrieaJ? 
structure in the cell cytoplasm, involved in shape and transport- 
[1960-65] . . ,..frti . 

mUcro.viMus (mi-TaS vil/as), tl. pi -vlMi (-vil/i). any of the finger-;;: 
late projections of thfe surface of an epithelial ceil; [1950-1955] 

iiiUcro«volt (mI>Tcra voltO, ru a unit of electromotive force or potefif^ 
tial difference equal to one millionth of a volt. [1865-70] ' 
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mi»cro«watt (ml'kro wotO, ri. a unit o: 
of a watt. [1910-15] 

mUcrottwave (mi'kra wavO, tl, v.. 
electromagnetic wave of extremely hi& 
and having wavelengths of from 1 min 
— v.t. 3, to cook or heat in a microwai 
wav/a*ble, adj. 

mi^crowave ov^en, tl an electrically i 

-waves to generate heat within the food. 

mlc»tu»rate (mik'cha ratO, v.L. -rat«e( 
nate. [1835-45; < L mictw-(ire) to desi 
of mingere to urinate + -ate^] — mic'tu 

mld^. (mid), adj. 1. being at or near th 
tuTTiTL 2. (of a vowel) articulated with 
approximately intermediate between tb 
vowels of be^ baitf but, and boat. • Con 
27). — TL 3. Archaic the middle, [bef. 
TTiittt ON mSthr, Go TTud;is. Olr Tnide, 1 
A:ya middle] 

mid' or 'mid (mid), prep. amid. 

mid-, a combining form representing mii 

mid., middle. 

midoair (mid 1x0, 1. any point in tl 
earth or other solid surface, -—od^. 2. oc 

MI«das (nu'das), tl a legendary Pbrygi 
with the power to turn, whatever he tou 

Mi'das touchy tl the abiUty to turn 
85] 

Mid^-Atlan^tic Rldge^ tl a north-soi 
lantic Ocean from Iceland to Antarctic 
groups of islands. 

midobrain (mid^r^O* n. the middle 
of the brain in the embryo of a verte 
brain d^ved from this tissue; mesence; 

midoday (tl mid'da', -da-'; adj. -daO, t 
or the time shortly before or after noon 

MIdodeloburg (mid^ bifrgO. n. a dty ; 

mid«den (mid'n). tl 1. a dunghill or i 
[1300-50; ME midding < ON, - myk : 

mid»dle (mid^), adj. 1. equally distai 
limits; central: the middle part of a wo 
Ing: the middle distance. 3. medium or 
4. (cap.) (in the history of a language) 
classified as Old and Modem: Middle J 
being a verb form or voice, as in Greelf 
sented as acting on or for itself, in c 
which the subject acts and the passive 
acted upon. 6. {often cap.) intermediati 
divisions of a geologic period, system, 
TiioTL — TL 7. the point, part, position, 
or limits: in the middle of the pool 8. 
body, esp. the waist:* He bent at- the n 
deU WGmc adj. der. of *rTuddi Mm^] 

mld^dle age', tl the period of hum 
age. usu. considered as the years bet 
— mld^dle-aged^ (agd) od/- 

Mid^dle Ag^^, n. the time in Euro 
antiquity and the Renaissance, from 
1350: sometimes- restricted to the perio 
tended to 1450 or ISOO. [1715-25; tran 

Mid^dle Amer^ica, tl 1. average or c 
leans as a group. 2. the Midwest. 3. 
Central America, and sometimes the ^ 
lean, TL, adj. — Mld^dle-Amer^ican, ad 

Mid^dlQ Atlan^tlc States', Ti.pl Ne 
sylvania. 

mldodle«brow (midi brouO» n. 1. a 
and interests; a moderately cultivated 
of or catering to middlebrows. [1920-2 

middle C tl the musical note indicat 
the bass staff and the first below the U 

AAld/dle Chinese^ tl the Chinese la 
tunes A.D, Abbr.: MChin 

mid'die class', tl 1. a class of peopli 
higher and lower economic or social s 
by average income and education, con 
tive attitudes. 2. the class traditionally 
tocracy and the workiirg class. [1760-: 

Mld^dle Con'go, tl former name c 

COKCO. , 

mid^dle dis'tance, n. 1. the repres 
grouind and background in paintings 
race distance ranging from 400 meters 
IS] 

Mld^dle Dutd)/, tl the Dutch langu 
Ab£>r-;MD 

mid'die ear', tl the middle portion 
drum and an air-jSUed chamber linec 
contains the malleus, incus, and stape: 

EWId/die East', n. i. Also called IVIidi 
Afgjianistan. usu. including Egypt, S 
Syria. Turkey, Iraq, Iran, Saudi Arabia 
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son employed by the govenmieint: a public servant' [1175-1225; ME 
< OF, n. use of prp. oiservir to serve; see -ant] — serv'ant»hood', ru 

serve (sCtrv), v., served, servoing, n. — v.l 1. to act as a servant. 2. to 
wait on table, as a waiter. -3. to have a meal or refreshmeiils availa- 
ble, as for patrons or guests. 4^ to (fistribute 4 food or beverage, as a 
host or hostess. 5. to render assistance; help. 6. to go through a term 
of service as a soldier, senator. Juror, etc. 7. to have definite use: This 
cap wUl serve ds a sugar bowl 8. to answer- the pufposer That ivilL 
serve to explain my actions. 9. (in tennis, badminton, bandbalf; ett.) 

• to put the ball or shuttlecock in play with a stroke, swing, or hit. 10. 
to act as a server at mass. — v.t 11. to be in the service of; work for. 
12. to be useful or of service to; help. 13. td go through (a term of 
service, imprisonment, etc.). 14. to render active service, homage, or 
obedience to (God, a sovereign. <:ommander, etc.). 15. to perform the 
duties of (a position, an office, etc.). 16. to. answer the requirements 
of: This vnll serve our needs far noiv. 17. to contribute to; promote: to 
serve d cimse. 18. to wait upori at table. 19. to carry and distribute 
(fo(?d or drink) to a patron or a specific place, as a waiter or waitress. 
20: to act as a hoSt or hostess in dffeiing (a person) food or drink. 21. 
to act ^s a host or hostess in offering or distributing (fbod or drink) to 
another. 22. to provide with a regular or continuous supply of some- 
thing. 23. (in tennis, badmintoti, handbatt. etc.) to put (ie ball or 
shutUecock) in play. 24. to treat in a spedfied manner that served 
him.' ill 25. Law. a. to make legal delivery of (a process or writ), b. 
to pa'esent (a person) with a writ. 26. to gratify (wants, needs, etc.). 
27. tpf ^ P^e animal) to mate wiith; service. 28. Naur, to wrap (a 

. To^e) tightly with light cordage, keepinjg Ae turns as close together as 
possible. — n. 29. the act, maimer, or right of serving, ias in tennis. 
— Idiom. 30. ierye one right, to coiastitute someone's fair and just 
punishment, as for improper or stupid behdvior. [1125-75; ME *< OF 
servir < L servire. der. of senms slave (cf. serf)! 

serVtjcTr (siir'ysr), n. 1. a person who serves. 2. a person who waits 
on fables; waiter or waitress. 3. something that serves or is iised in 
serving, as a salver! 4. a utensil, as a broad fork* for dishhig' out indi- 
vidual portions of vegetables, cake, pie. etc.. 5, an attendant on the 
priest at mass. 6. (in tennis, badminton, handball, etc.) the player 
who puts the ball or shuttlecock in play. 7. a computer that makes 
services^ as access to data files, programs, and peripheral devices, 
available to workstations on a network. [13S0-140Q] 

Serove«tU£ (sar vestas), n. (Wichael [Miguel Serveto), 1511-53, Span- 
ish theologian, accused of heresy and burned at the stake. 

serv*ice\ (sCirAris), jl, adj., v., -Iced, Ac*\ng, — n. 1. ah act of helpful 
activity; help; aid. 2. the supplying or supplier of utihties, commodi- 
ties, or other facilities that meet a public need, as water, electricity, 
communication, or transportation. 3. the providing or. a provider of 
accommodation and activities required by the.pubUc. as maintenance 
or repair guaranteed service and parts. 4, the organized systeni of ap- 
paratus, appliances, employees, etc., for supplying some accommoda- 
tioEL reqinred by the public: a television repair service, 5. the perfor- 
mance, of duties or the duties performed as or by a waiter or. servant. 
6. employment in any duties or work for a person, orgaiiization, gov- 
ernment, etc. 7. .a department of public elnployzftent, or the body of 
public servants in it: the. diplomatic service. 8. the duty or work of 
public servants. 9. a. the armed forces: in. the service, b. a branch of 
the armed forces. '10. the actions required in loading and firing a clan- 
nori. IT. Often, services, the performance of afiy. duties or work for 
another medical services. 12. something made or done by a 
qial organization for the pubUc benefit and without regard to direct 
prdtit^ 13. Also callied divine service, public reUgioUs worship accord- 
ing to prescribed form and order." 14. a riftial or form prescribed for 
pubUc worship or for some particular occasion: the marriage service. 
15. the serving of God by obedience, piety, etc. 16. a musical letting 
of the sung portions of a liturgy. . 17. a set of dishes, utensils, etc., for 
general table use or for particular use. 18. ANswERmc service. 19. 
Laxv. the serving of a process or writ upon a person. 20. (m tennis, 
badminton, handball, etc.) a. the act or manner of putting tiie ball or 
shuttiecock into play; serve, the ball or shuttiecdck as put into 
play. '21. the mating of a female animal with the inale. — oii;. 22. of 
service; useful. 23. of, pertaining to, or iisfed by servants, delivery 
people, etc.. or in seryiiig food. 24. supplying services rather than 
products or goods: the service professions. 25, supplying maintenance 
ahd repair a service center for eleOricdl appliances. 26. of. for, or per- 
taining to the armed forces or one' of them. 27. providing, authoriz- 
ing, pr guaranteeing service: a service contrdd. —v.t 28. to iriake fit 
for use; repair or restore: to service an automobile. 29. to siapply with 
aid, information, or other incidental services. 30. (of a male animal) 
to mate with (a female animal). 31. to pay off (a debt) over a period 
of time, as by meeting periodic interest payments, fbef. 1100; late OE 
serfise ceremony < OF servise, service < L servitiuTn servitude, der. of 
servfuLs^ slave] 

serv'ice^ (Sflr'vls), n. a service tree, esp. Sorbus domestica. [1520-30; 
earlier serves, pL of obs. serve service tree, ME; OE syrfe < VL *sor- 
hca. der. of L soitus sorb'1 

Ser.vico (sfir/vis). n. Robert WOIIiarh), 1874-1958, Canadian writer. 

serv*lceoa»ble (sflr'va sd bal), adj. 1. being of service or help; use- 
ful. 2. wearing well; durable; serviceable clom. 3. adequate; sufficient. 
[1300-50; ME servisdble < MF; see service'; -able] — serv'Ice*a«bi|/- 
l«ty, serv'lce-a.bl^.hess. n. — serv'{ce*a-bly, adv. 

service ace/, n. ace (def. 2). ■ 

serv^ice book/, n. a book containing the forms of worship used in 
divine services. [1575-80] 



serv'Ice break/; n. a game won against an opponent's service, as in 
tennis. [1950-55] 

service cap/, n. a uniform cap with a visor. 

serv'Ice charge^, n, a fee charged for a. service, sometimes in addi- 
tion to a basic charge. Also called service fee/. [1915-20] 

sisrv^lce club/, n. 1. ati organization, esp. of businesspersons or pro- 
fessionals, dedicated to the general welfare of its members and the 
community. 2. a recreational center for members of the armed forces. 

s6rv^Ice court/, tl the part of the court into which , a player must 
serve in various games, as tennis, handball, or sijiiash; 11875^0] 

service line/, n. tiie boundary of a service court [1870-75] ' ; 

servo lce«man (sflr/vis man/, -man), ru, pi -men {-men/, -man). 1. a 
member of the armed forces of a countiyi 2. a person whose occapa> 
tion is to . maintain equipment, [1920-25] — Usagfe; See -man. 

serv^ice mark/, rt a proprietary term, sunilar to a trademark, that 
distinguishes tiie seller or provider of a service. Abbr.; SM [1945-50] 

serv^lce med/al, n, a medal awarded for performarijce of specified 
service, usu. in time of -war or national emergency. [1930-35] 

ser^vlce road/, xl a local road that nins parallel to an expressway, 
providing access to roadside businesses and residences. [1935-40] -it 

serv^lce sta/tion, n. 1. Also called gas station, a place equipped for 
servicing automobiles, as by selling gasoline or making repairs. Z '^' 
place that provides a service. [1915-20] . . 

serv^ice stripe/, n. a stripe on the sleeve of a military uniform indi- ■ 
eating the wearer's lenjgth of active service. [1915-20] ■ 

serv^icQ tree/, n. eimer of two European mountain ashes, Sorfww- 
domestica or S. torrmnaUs; Of the rose family, both bearing a small; 
add fruit that is edible when overripe. [153 5-^5 J . / ;* 

servo ice« worn oan (sOr'vis wd6m/an), tl, pi -wom«en. a woiiiaJi-; 
who is a member of the aimed forces. [1940-45] HJsage. .Sef^ 

-WOMAN. 

ser«vl«ette (stir/v5 et/), n. Chiefly Brit, ^a table napkin. [1 480-90; \<i 
MF, - servi(r).to serve + -ctte -ettb] v 

serovlle (sttr/vU. -vil), od;. f. slavishly submissive or obsequious^ 
fawning: servile fUnterers. 2. characteristic of, proper to, or custom* 
for slaves; abject: servile ^obedience. 3. of, pertaining to, or Involvi 
slaves, slavery, servants, or servitude. [1350-1400; ME < L sernUs.,, 
serv(us), slave + -lUs -oe^) — ser/vHe.ty, adv. -:«fvil^»ty, ser/yflej 
ness, n. — Syn. servile, obsequious, SLAvisH*descrQ)e the submissii 
or compliant behavior of a slave or an inferior, servile suggests cri 
ing. fawning, and abject submission: servile responses to questioTis. _ 
SEQUious impUes t^ie ostentatious subordination of oneself to tfei 
wishes of another, either from fear or from hope of. gain: an oh: 
ous u;a£Cer. slavish stresses the dependence and laborious toil of m 
who follows or obeys without question: slavish attentiveness to on 

serv«lng (s<lr/vink)i a 1. the act of a person. or thing that serves. _^ 
single portion of food, or drink; helping. —~adj. 3. for use in distribyi 
ing food to or at the table: a serving tray. [1175-1225] 

ser«vl«tor (s<ir/vi tar), n, a servant or attendant £1300-50; ME.5( 
tour < AF. < LL senntor = L scrwCre^tq serve + -tor -tor] 

seroviotude (sQr/vi tdod/, -ty6&d/),.n. 1. slavery or bondage of 
kind. 2. compulsory service, or l^ior as a piinishment for crlmir 
peruil servitude. 3. Laa;. a right held by one. person to use anotiii 
property, [1425-75; late ME < LL servitudS] —Syn. See slavery.- 

ser«vo (sflr/v5). adj., .tl, pi -vos. — ^id^. 1, acting as part of a se 
mechanism: a servo amplifier. 2. pertaining to or concerned with, 
vomechanisms: a servo engineer. 3/ noting the action of certain m 
anisms, as brakes, that are set in operation by other mechanisms , 
which themselves augment the. force, of that action by the wayj 
which tj&ey operate, -r-n, 4. servomechanism. 5. servomotor. [1945^ 
independent use of SERVO-} 

seryo-, a combining form used in title names df devices or operatii 
that employ a servomechanism: servocontrol (extracted from-sERvoj 

tor] . ; . . 

ser«vo»niedi»anolsm (sfir/V5 mek/a niz/sm, silr/v5 mfek/-), ri 
electroiiic control system in which a hydraulic, or other type of 
trolling mechanism is actuated and controlled by a I6w-«iergy * 

. [1940-45] — ser/vownne*chan/i>cal (-ma kaja./! kal), adj. 

ser*voomo«tor (s(ir/v6 mO/tar), n. a motor or the like forming* fj 
of a servomechanism. [1885-90; < F scrvo-raoteur < L servCus) si 
+ F -o- -0-. + moieur motor] 

SE5, socioeconomic status. 

se5*a«me (ses/a me), n. 1. a tropical plant, Sesamum indimm, wli(. 

small oval seeds are edible and yield an oil. 2. the seeds themseli^j 

used to add flavor to bread, crackers, etc. 3. open sesame. [1595-11 

< Gk. sSsdme se§ame plant <k Akkadian SamaSSarhniii] ■ 
ses^ame 6||/, n. a yellow ofl expressed from the seeds of the sl_^, 

used in cooking, as a vehicle for medicines, and in the nianufacturef': 

margarine, soap, and cosmetics. [1665-70] : ' 

se5«a«mold (ses/a moid/), adj. shaped like a sesame seed, as 

small nodular bones and cartilages. (1690-1700; < L sesamoii 

Gk sesamoeidis like sesarbe seed. See sesame, -oid] 
Se^so«tho '(S3 sdo/taa, -s5/ta), n. any of the languages spoken by 

Sotho. esp. the language of the southern group 0? Sotho, Uving 

in Lesotho and adjacent parts of South Afiica. 
sesqutv a combining form meaning "one and a half": sei 

nial [ < L sesqui- < *sim(i)sque - semis half-unit, a copper 

worth half an as (appar. sem(i)- semi- + ds as*) + -que and] 
ses*qul*car*bon«ate (ses/kwi kar/ba nat/. -nit), tl a salt intermel 

ate in composition between a carbonate and a bicarbonate or coi 

ing of the two combined. [1815-25} ' 
ses*qMUcen»ten*nl«al [ses/kwl sen teh/e al). adj. 1. pertaining ti 

BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



1203 



Inarking the completion of 150 years. • 
its celebration. [1875-80. Amer.] —sei' 

se3oqulopeoda*lloan (ses/kwi pi da/lg 
using Ipnjg words. 2. (of a word) cent 
IS; < L sisquipedSU(s) measuring a fo< 

sesosile (ses/il, -n). adj. 1. Bot. attache 
distinct projecting support., as a leaf i; 
stem. 2. Zool permanentiy attached; n< 
L sessiUs low enough to sit on, dwarfisl 

sesosion (sesh/an), 1. the sifting tog« 
lature, or. the. like, for conference or tht 
gress is now in session. 2. a sin^e co 
meetings of persons so assembled. 3; th 
ings, 4. sessions, (in EngUsh law) the si 
court, usu. to* deal with minor offenses 
tion of the day or year into which instn 
college, or the Uke. 6. a peridd of time < 
sons meet to pursue a p^culaf activit> 
ME < ML sessio, L: sitting] -^ses/sion< 

Ses»slons (sfish/anz). n. Roger HuntI 
poser. 

sesoterce (^es/tOrs), n. a silver coin of 
denarius, equal to IVi asses. [1590-16( 
unit (see sEsqiri-) + tertius thuuj] . 

5esoter«ti»um (se stflr/she am, -sham). 

■ money of account of ancient Rome, ec 
40; < L sSstertium, gem pL of sestertius 

ses«tet (se stet/ ses/tet), n. a group c 
. last six hnes of a Petrarchan sonnet, [i: 
sesfttiona (se ste/na), n., pi -nas, -ne 
stanzas and a three-Ihie envoy. In whic 
words of the Unes of the first stanza, bi 
using the six words again, three in the 
at the end. Also called sextain. [1580-9 
Ses«tos (ses/tos), n. an andent Thracic 
posite Abydos: Xerxes crossed tiieJieUe 
invasion of Greece, 
set (set), v., set set-tlng. n., adj. —v.t. 
one) in a particular place, position, or 
ble; Set the baby on her feet 2. to put o: 
dition: to set a house on fire; to set a pr 
to set fire to a house. 4. to fix definiteh 
set a time limit: to set a wedding date 
upon somethmg. 6. to fix the value of 
point She sets honesty above everything 
point for some duty or task: to set gm. 
plant firmly: to set a flagpole in concre 

■ lutely or wishfully: to set one's 'mind to 
new bUce. 10. to establish for others to i 
a good example. 11. to prescribe of assi 
or arrange china, silver, etc., for use c 
hair) by using rollers, clips, lotions, 0 
waves, fullness, etc. 14, to put in the p 
dition for use: to set a trap. 15. to adjiis 
trol its performance. 16. to adjust the h 
the dfesired position ot according to a < 
(a timer, alarm, etc.) so as to sound ^ 
given point or cahTiration: £0 set the d 
mount (a gem or the like) in a frame < 
stud with gems or the like. 21. to cause 
highchair.- ZL to put (a hen) on eggs 
(eggs) under a hen or in an incubator 

. take a particular direction: to set one's t 
into a fixed, rigid, or settied state, as tl 
(a broken or. dislocated bone) back in 
mortar, or the like) to become fixed or. 
by stamping: TTie kmg set his seal to th 
fol. by. up): to set ruits well up. 30. (of 
position of (game) by standing stiffly a 
31. to urge, goad, or encourage to attac 
passer. 32. to put aside (dough witii ye 
a. to fit, as words to music, b. to arran{ 
to arrange (music) for certain voices or 
the scenery, properties, hghts, etd., on (< 
to give decisive form to (an action, seen 
formance. 35. to' spread and secure (a 
36. a. to arrange (type) in the order n 
range (a text) in type for printing. 37. B. 
or their contract) to fall short. 38. to s 
set 39. to bend the teeth of (a saw) 01 
"^v.i. 40^ to pass below the horizon; sii 
ter. 41. to decline; wane; 42. to assimii 
countenance or the muscles. 43. (of mo 
become firm, solid, or permanent, 44. tc 
a hen. 45. (of the hair) to assume a p; 
having been temporarily rolled up, pij 
flower's ovaiy) to develop into a fruit. * 
cate -the position of game. 48. to have a 
a wind or current. 49. (of a sail) to be s 
50. Nonstandard to. sit: Come in and sei 
gin; undertake; start. 52. set aside, a. t 
to dlsnuss from the mind; reject, c to p 



